My successful,  but partly trying to become a failure, Trip to Brasilia, Brasil.
Nov 18-
The chaos I went though to find a descently priced air plane ticket to Brasilia is just not normal! Right now I find myself at the Lic. Benito Juarez International Airpot (starting point) waiting for my 10 AM flight towards my first stop and from there to Brasilia. There is a stop at Hartsfield-Jackson Airpot in Atlanta, Georgia (2:18 PM, still Nov 18). Which I find illogical since where I am heading is to the South, not the North. But one of the small things I have to go through if I wanted the plane to Brasilia. 

I will stay at the Hartsfield-Jackson airport from 2:18 PM to 9:17 PM. And around that same time, I will take flight 3575 towards the Brasilia Airport (BSB) in Brasilia, Brasil, arriving on November 19 around 9 AM. I’ll be flying for about 17 hours. So I’ll buy some books in Atantla. Got to eat too right? So I’ll pick up something to eat on the way. 

Now, my first option for an airplane ticket got cancelled so I now have to wait till 7:30 PM! I would erase the last paragraph but that is why my Journal is “trying to become a failure”. Now from this same airport I will make a stop at the Miami International Airport arriving around 5:40 AM and take another airplane to the Eduardo Gomes (Gomes with s?) Brasil International Airport. Around 6:51 PM on November 19. There for, losing one entire day. Great. 

For all this changes and taking 2 airplanes I had to pay a total of $ 985 dollars. Aeromexico and the Brasilian Central Linha will fly me to my destinations, found them on “http://www.zugu.com/flights/from-Mexico-City/to-Brasilia/departing-18-November-2010/returning-25-November-2010/1/0/0”.
And now instead of buying books and food in Atlanta, it will be in Miami… well, I will have to stand this horrible horrible punishment. (sarcasm).






***

Right now, I stand on American territory. Which should probably by the time be written on Nov. 19.

(Money spent- $ 2500- $ 985= $ 1515- $ 60= 1455… $ 60 worth of food, airplane food, that is worth twice MORE than regular outsider food. Bought McDonalds, it was the cheapest thing I Could find, and buying vegitarian food… it is not tha easy.)





     Nov. 19

Count is as a lost day, I am sitting at the MAO BSB (brasilian airport) at 6:51 PM. Waiting for the shuttle that will take me to my hotel. That also left me to Brown by cancelling my reservation. I have to admit, I almost cried, but was relieved when they said “didn´t want to get sued so we will give you another room”. Which made me feel like a special (unwanted) costumer. But they got the problema fixed so I´m alright for now. 

Without any extra charges for  the ocurred, they will charge me $ 122 dollars for each night I am staying (counting tonight). And the total of 6 nights would be $ 720 dollars, that´s the horrible thing about traveling. You feel poorer every day. 

That very special hotel is the Bay Park Resort Hotel, a 5 star classified hotel. Figured I wouls spend a little more than how cheap I was on my Ohio backpack trip, but now see the consequences of paying so much. You are limited right from the start.


Now back to the hotel. It is found on Trecho 02, Brasilia, Federal District 70-800-000, Brazil. I don’t have the most minimum idea of how to get there. But that is what the shuttle is for! It has High-speed Internet, Restaurant, Bar/Lounge, Elevator/Lift, 24 Hour Reception, Air Condition, Non-Smoking Room, Safe-Deposit Box, Sauna, Laundry service, Fitness Facilities, Indoor and Outdoor pool, free parking, Gym, etc. The Bay Park Resort Hotel is found 20 minutes from the International Airport of Brasília, 3 minutes from the Alvorada Palace, 5 minutes from the Planalto Palace, 10 minutes from the main Shopping areas and 5 minutes from the University of Brasilia.

(Money left- $ 1455- $ 720= $ 735)

    




***

And so I behold my room, thinking if should go out for dinner or stay and sleep till the end of times. 

    




***

Going out, heading towards the Metropolitan Cathedral and a restaurant named “Amor a Natureza”. Since I am staying almost at the center of every single attraction, the taxi only charges me from $ 10 to $ 20 dollars per trip. Next to the restaurant is, as my next stop, the Metropolitan Cathedral, I´m taking $ 60 dollars (lucky that most places take American dollars!).

***


Spent those $ 60 dollars. On food and on the taxi. The Cathedral was beautiful, another structure by award-winning architect Oscar Niemeyer,  one breathtaking feature was its stunning interior glasswork.
Totally going back tomorrow.

($735- $60= $ 675)






     Nov. 20


Breakfast, not so interesting, morning, not so interesting. So I´m going out. I´ll go out for dinner and supper. Go sightseeing maybe. I didn´t plan anything for today, so I´ll go back to the Metropolitan Cathedral and see whats going on over there. 

***


God, I love the food here! I went for dinner to a restaurant called “Fritz”, it is specialized in German cuisine, it was just simple and savory. Then went to the Congresso Nacional which is located at Praca dos Tres Poderes Brasilia, Federal District. Then ended up at another restaurant. named “Kibe House”. Specialized at Brazilian and portugués cuisine. It was a buffet so I got to have a bit of everything. 

This is the part where I stop writing so regulary and just write what I did, a small opinion and how much I spent. Cause it gets hard from now on. 

($ 675- $15*Fritz- $13*Kibe House- $ 20*Taxi= $ 627)
    



               Nov. 21


Today… I did plan. I´ll be going to the National Park of Brasilia for sightseeing. As always several restaurants to stop and eat for breakfast, lunch, dinner and maybe a small supper. For breakfast I will return to “Kibe House” and for dinner and supper I will go to “La Chaumiere” that lots of reviews say it was very authentic, cozy, with excellent services, best “Steak au Poivre, filet mignon, GNHOCHI,etc.” That is just truly confusing for a person who doesn´t know a thing about food or wine. Social magazines also said that it was a perfect place to go for Supper and dinner, so why not? Both. 

(Estimated Money need: $ 200+ $10 *Taxi)

***


The park was beautiful, it offers a representative selection of the characteristic vegetation of the Brazilian middle west, from the low and crooked trees of the cerrado, the bush steppe of the Brazilian interior, the gujak tree and the aricuri palm, a species of coconut palm - to the imposing trees of the gallery forests found particularly on the banks of rivers and the shores of lakes, and jataís . There are also expanses of scrub and grassland, and veredas with beautiful palms and buritis. The numerous source streams in this area supply the whole of Brasília with drinking water. The attractions of the park also include a number of mineral Springs, which was just breathtaking. Wrote too mucho n the park. (().


Next, my breakfast was delicious as I expected. And “La Chaumiere” gave everything and more from what I expected. It was pretty expensive at the end. But it was as the reviews said just truly Amazing. 

($ 627- $10 - $ 110= $ 507 *Don´t Judge, it was and incredible gourmet meal, with wine and all.)

               



       Nov. 21


Heading, right now, to Luziania. A small town on the south of Brasilia, it has preserved a number of colonial-age buildings and handsome 18th century churches that I´ve heard the people of Brasilia say wonderful things about. My private transportation back and forth to Luziania and Brasilia was at a price of $ 80 by cab. And considering they will be many types of typical craftmanship and artesanal work. I´ll take    $ 50 for souvenirs.

***


I bought several bottles of Cachaca for friends ($ 25)  and earings and necklaces as a more cultural and artesanal handwork for my family (total $ 30). And ate lots of typical desserts, not food, only sweets… not feeeling so good.

($ 507- $80- $55= $ 372- $ 30= $ 342).





     
        Nov. 22


Candy… not good idea. I´m going at for breakfast and maybe get some medicine. Can´t think, just give an estimated amount on how much I spent. 

($ 342- $60= $282… “Ran out of ideas, and I, as a real person, not feeling good aswell.”)






       Nov. 23


Today, I find myself at the Santuario Dom Bosco inaugurated on May 4, 1957, the place is one of the firsts Temples in Brasilia. It also offers a wonderful view of the entire city on the Paranoa Lakeside, which surrounded by native begetation, I can go jogging, bycicle riding, and sightseeing. Also designed by architect Oscar Niemeyer, but this, was differente. People say that he saw the place where he should built it. So its a religious sight.

***


So at the end of the day I was pulled into more activities then I expected. I went kayaking, skiing and wakeboarding. Not to mention the concert and more then enough yoga practices. All sponsered by the government and the Santuario, at the end they just asked if anyone wanted to cooperate with a small amount of Money, I decided this trip wasn´t going to be my cheap trip, so… I “cooperated” with $ 50. Ended at my favorite restaurant. Kibe House.

($282- $63= $ 219- $20= $ 199)

        Nov. 24


Heading toward the TV tower, my foot (getting tired) it is one of the tallest of its kind, the top is said to have a sensacional panorama of the Three Powers Square and the Monumental Axis. From there I believe I´m going to the Juscelino Kubitschek Memorial near my hotel. Now that I realize, most of the places I´ve been going to don´t charge a thing.

***


None of the places I ate at are worth eating at. But I went to “Fred” and “Quitinete” near the Federal district.

 ($ 199- $40 - $ 20= $139)

       Nov. 25


Leaving. Going to last favorite restaurants. Then leaving. Copy-Pasting my return trip. Like a real trip, you are tired at the end, and want to go home! I ate at “La Chaumiere”  and “Kibe House”. 

	Brasilia Intl (BSB) - Galeao Intl (GIG)

	Depart:
	Thu Nov 25 2010
	6:32 PM
	

	Arrive:
	Thu Nov 25 2010
	8:01 PM
	

	Layover: 1h 57m

	Galeao Intl (GIG) - Miami Intl (MIA)

	Depart:
	Thu Nov 25 2010
	9:58 PM
	

	Arrive:
	Fri Nov 26 2010
	3:45 AM
	

	Layover: 3h 15m

	Miami Intl (MIA) - Aeropuerto Internacional Benito Juarez (MEX)

	Depart:
	Fri Nov 26 2010
	7:00 AM
	

	Arrive:
	Fri Nov 26 2010
	9:35 AM
	


(Last Money standing= $ 50). 

THE END

